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I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty, from where he 
shall come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of the saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

"In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until 
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, 'you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.' 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, 'Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?' He said to them, 'It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.' 
 

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, and said, 'Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.'" Acts 1:1-10 
 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23 
 

Why is this important? What do the return of Christ and the subsequent judgment reveal 
about his character and his nature to us?  
 

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on 
his right, but the goats on the left. 
 

Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 
 



Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' And the King will answer 
them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' 
 

Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.' 
 

Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' Then he will answer them, 
saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.' And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
Matthew 25-31-46 
 

1. We have a merciful Judge.  
 

2. We have a just Judge.  
 

"And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: 'Surely our transgressions 
and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?' Say to 
them, As I live, declares the LORD God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you 
die, O house of Israel?'" Ezekiel 33:10-11 
 

"And when he drew near and saw the city [that is, Jerusalem], he wept over it, saying, 'Would 
that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes. For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a 
barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the 
ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in 
you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.'" Luke 19:41-44 
 

"I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 
 

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry." 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
 


