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The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son
of Joash, king of Israel. Hosea 1:1

When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take to
yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land
commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.” Hosea 1:2

Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘| am the Lord, and | will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from slavery to them,
and | will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. |
will take you to be my people, and | will be your God, and you shall know that | am
the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. Exodus 6:6-7

She shall pursue her lovers but not overtake them, and she shall seek them but
shall not find them. Then she shall say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, for
it was better for me then than now.” And she did not know that it was | who gave
her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and gold, which
they used for Baal. Therefore | will take back my grain in its time, and my wine in
its season, and | will take away my wool and my flax, which were to cover her
nakedness... And | will punish her for the feast days of the Baals when she burned
offerings to them and adorned herself with her ring and jewelry, and went after
her lovers and forgot me, declares the Lord. Hosea 2:7-9; 13

Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, for the Lord has a controversy with
the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no
knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and
committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.
Hosea 4:1-2

What shall | do with you, O Ephraim? What shall | do with you, O Judah? Your love
is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away. Therefore | have hewn
them by the prophets; | have slain them by the words of my mouth, and my



judgment goes forth as the light. For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the
knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. Hosea 6:4-6

“With what shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He
has told you, O man, what is good,; and what does the Lord require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:6-8

For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. The standing grain has
no heads; it shall yield no flour; if it were to yield, strangers would devour it.
Hosea 8:7

Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit increased, the more
altars he built; as his country improved, he improved his pillars. Their heart is
false; now they must bear their guilt. The Lord will break down their altars and
destroy their pillars. Hosea 10:1-2

“Therefore, behold, | will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak
tenderly to her. And there | will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of
Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at
the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. “And in that day, declares the
Lord, you will call me ‘My Husband,” and no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.” For |
will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be
remembered by name no more. And | will make for them a covenant on that day
with the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of
the ground. And | will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, and | will
make you lie down in safety. And | will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you
to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. | will betroth
you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the Lord. Hosea 2:14-20

And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man
and is an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn
to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” So | bought her for fifteen shekels of silver
and a homer and a lethech of barley. And | said to her, “You must dwell as mine for
many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will I also
be to you.” For the children of Israel shall dwell many days without king or prince,



without sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the
children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God, and David their king,
and they shall come in fear to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter days.
Hosea 3

“And in that day | will answer, declares the Lord, | will answer the heavens, and
they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and
the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, and | will sow her for myself in the land. And
I will have mercy on No Mercy, and | will say to Not My People, ‘You are my
people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.”” Hosea 2:21-23

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
1 Peter 2: 9-10

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your
iniquity. Take with you words and return to the Lord; say to him, “Take away all
iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.
Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our
God,’ to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.” | will heal their
apostasy; | will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them. | will be like
the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of
Lebanon; his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his
fragrance like Lebanon. They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they shall
flourish like the grain; they shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be like the
wine of Lebanon. Hosea 14:1-7

if we are faithless, he remains faithful - 2 Timothy 2:13



