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31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is 
another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears 
about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 

Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you 
may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to 

rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that 
of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works 

that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the 
Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have 
never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word 

abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search 
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they 
that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have 
life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the 

love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not 
receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can 
you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory 

that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. 
There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if 

you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do 
not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?”

John 5:31-47

1. Jesus Motivation in Speaking to People is Always “That They may Be Saved.”

33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the 
testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be 

saved.
John 5:33-34

f I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do 
them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know 

and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”
John 10:37-38 ESV

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for all people-- 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases 



God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge 
of the truth.

1Ti 2:1-4 NIV

2. No Matter What We Claim, If We Don’t Believe in Jesus We Do Not Have God, 
nor Know God, nor Love God

37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice 
you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his 

word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.

I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of 
God within you.

3. Living For The Approval of Others is an Obstacle to Saving Faith

44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not 
seek the glory that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse 

you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set 
your hope.

How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek 
the glory that comes from the only God?

42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the 

synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory 
that comes from God.

John 12:42-43 

But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that 
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, "Everyone who 

believes in him will not be put to shame.”
Romans 10:8-11 ESV

4. The Bible Only Profits Us If We Find Jesus There

39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 



and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that 
you may have life…45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is 
one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you believe my words?”


