Betrayal and Arrest
3-12-2023

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron,
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him,
also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. John 18:1

So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. John 18:3

Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do
you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who
betrayed him, was standing with them. John 18:4-5

“Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” John 1:38,

When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them
again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “| told you
that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had
spoken: “Of those whom you gave me | have lost not one.” John 18:6-9

10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his
right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its
sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” John 18:10-11

I.  Man at his worst
So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. John 13:30

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness
rather than the light because their works were evil. John 3:19

for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters,
and hewed out cisterns for themselves broken cisterns that can hold no water. Jeremiah 2:13

“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-
hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us,
like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine
what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”

— C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory, and Other Addresses

[I. Man at his best

Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where | am going
you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can |
not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” John 13:36-37



“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or
where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is
actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly;
who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and
shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the
great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the
triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly,
so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor
defeat.”

— Theodore Roosevelt, Citizenship in a Republic

Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, | say to you, the rooster will not
crow till you have denied me three times. John13:38



