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This is now the second le.er that I am wri3ng to you, beloved. In both of them I 
am s3rring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember 
the predic3ons of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior 
through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last 
days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the 
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
con3nuing as they were from the beginning of crea3on.” 2 Peter 3:1-4 

Living in the Truth that Jesus is Returning: 

1) Gives us hope and keeps us from despair 

5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and 
the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and 
that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored 
up for fire, being kept un3l the day of judgment and destruc3on of the ungodly.  
2 Peter 3:5-7 

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the 
Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. Malachi 4:1 

2) Moves us toward evangelism 

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise as some count slowness, but is pa3ent toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 2 Peter 3:8-9 
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4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and pa3ence, 
not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? Romans 2:4 

3) Moves Us To Obedience 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and 
the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these 
things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 wai3ng for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 
bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are wai3ng for 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 2 Peter 3:10-13 

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall 
not be remembered or come into mind. Isaiah 65:17 

“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, 
says the Lord, Isaiah 66:22a 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 
be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 wai3ng for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and 
the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!  2 Peter 3:11-12 

“There is no reason to adjust one’s life to the values and mores of this age of the 
world, for this age is coming to an end. It would be like invesNng in a firm that was 
about to crash. Rather, one ought to be living now the lifestyle of the promised 
coming age, a lifestyle that will mark one out as a person who belongs to that age 
and will make the coming judgments a welcome event rather than a dreaded one. 
 - Dr. Peter Davids, The Le[ers of 2 Peter and Jude, page 288 


