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* God is as angry at sin as we think he is.

One of the most awesome descriptions of the wrath of God in judgment found
anywhere in Scripture appears in the opening verses of Zephaniah. The totality of
the cosmos shall be consumed in his burning anger. The very order of creation
shall be overturned.
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2 “I will utterly sweep away everything from the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. 3 “I will
sweep away man and beast; | will sweep away the birds of the heavens and the fish of the
sea, and the rubble with the wicked. | will cut off mankind from the face of the earth,” declares
the Lord. Zephaniah 1:2-3

“Human love here offers a true analogy: the more a father loves his son, the more he
hates in him the drunkard, the liar, the traitor.”

If I, a flawed, narcissistic, sinful woman, can feel this much pain and anger over
someone’s condition, how much more a morally perfect God who made them? God'’s
wrath is not a cranky explosion, but his settled opposition to the cancer of sin which is
eating out the insides of the human race he loves with his whole being.

Becky Pippert,

What we need to make clear with our bumper stickers and culture-current writings is
that the love that wins is a holy love. The love that won on the cross and wins the world
is a love that is driven, determined, and defined by holiness. It is a love that flows out of
the heart of a God who is transcendent, majestic, infinite in righteousness, who loves
justice as much as He does mercy; who hates wickedness as much as He loves
goodness; who blazes with a fiery, passionate love for Himself above all things. He is
Creator, Sustainer, Beginning and End. He rules, He reigns, He rages and roars, then
bends down to whisper love songs to His creatures.

Timothy Stoner, The God Who Smokes

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem!
Zephaniah 3:14

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.
Psalm 103:8-9

* He has taken away our judgments and dealt with our enemies.

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has cleared away your
enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear
evil.

Zephaniah 3:15



“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus” Romans 8:1

* He is in our midst, so we no longer have to fear.

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again
fear evil. Zephaniah 3:15b

*He loves and delights in his people

The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over
you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud
singing.

Zephaniah 3:17

‘As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice
over you” Isaiah 62:5

* He will gather all of us who are weary and worn out

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival so that you will no longer suffer
reproach. Behold, at that time | will deal with all your oppressors. And | will save the
lame and gather the outcast, and | will change their shame into praise and renown in all
the earth. At that time | will bring you in, at the time when | gather you together; for | will
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth when | restore
your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.

Zephaniah 3:18-20

“You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ
Jesus...” Timothy 2:1

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem!
Zephaniah 3:14



